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You create your design in a master composition. This master comp is then used to feed a  
set of device-specific compositions, each reflecting the screen size and other parameters of 
your chosen devices. You can use the powerful After Effects Render Queue to render and 
export a set of finished movies for a large number of mobile devices in one batch render job. 
A special preview composition is also created that consists of a grid of your device-specific 
compositions, so that you can preview your master composition in the context of several 
devices simultaneously.

Project intelligence through XMP metadata
Workflow specialists and producers are sure to love the new support for XMP metadata in 
After Effects CS4 and other Adobe video and audio software. Among other capabilities, you 
can easily identify the job number or work ticket associated with any asset, make better 
informed decisions about the assets you use, and streamline the rights-auditing process by 
efficiently viewing copyright information. 

XMP metadata can be tracked for both individual files and an overall project. In this case, a movie file rendered 
by After Effects CS4 retain all of the markers present in its source composition, which appear as layer markers 
once this file is imported back into After Effects.

Pro�les are combined into a master composition. The master composition is put into each individual device composition and sized as needed.

Device compositions are shown side
by side in preview composition.
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Enhanced workflow using Device Central 
and After Effects.

Speech Search turns spoken dialog 
into searchable metadata
Adobe Premiere Pro CS4 and Sound-
booth CS4 both offer the new Speech 
Search feature, which uses speech 
recognition technology that can convert 
spoken dialogue to text. By exporting this 
text as metadata in your media, you can 
make video clips searchable during post-
production. When you import this media 
to your After Effects project, each word 
appears as a marker on the Timeline, 
making it easy to design motion graphics 
synchronized to the spoken dialog. In 
addition, you can intelligently automate 
your workflows using this metadata and 
the scripting capabilities in After Effects. 
For example, a custom script could look 
for certain words and create text layers 
that start at the point where those words 
are spoken.
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Not only is asset metadata retained while in After Effects, but you can add new project-  
and layer-level metadata during the render stage to streamline project tracking and  
automate asset auditing. For example, you can add a list of assets used in a composition,  
or the durations of stock footage clips, used to aid in determining payment for rights- 
managed assets. Markers in the source composition will be saved in the rendered file,  
and will appear as layer markers when you re-import the file. You can also use scripting  
to access and manipulate metadata. This makes it possible to add intelligence to your  
After Effects CS4 workflows.

Numerous interface and workflow improvements
Dozens of enhancements in every area make After Effects more productive and fun to use. 
Here are but a few of the additional enhancements contained in After Effects CS4:

•	Auto-resolution to optimize interaction speed by rendering only the pixels you need  
for your current zoom level

•	Easier settings management to optimize memory and multi-core processing 
•	ProEXR support for working with layered high dynamic range (HDR) image files
•	Native P2 plus Sony XDCAM EX and XDCAM HD support
•	Longer names for layers, comps, folders, and other items
•	New Turbulent Noise and Bilateral Blur effects
•	Option for converting text to mask outlines or a shape layer 
•	Duration specification for markers
•	Center-cut safe areas for ensuring widescreen projects look good on 4:3 displays
•	Composition panel control to simulate output, for improved color management 
•	 32-bit-per-channel color for shape layers, Depth Of Field Blur effect, and  

Reduce Interlace Flicker effect
•	 Interpret Footage button in the Project panel
•	Wiggle position, scale, rotation, and opacity for shape layers
•	 Import Adobe Premiere Pro time remapping data

Creative Pro Online Services
Connect to the power of the online community through your creative desktop. New online 
services accessed from within After Effects CS4 let you search for help from the online 
community, more easily create and manage content for the web, and more. With new online 
services in Creative Suite 4, you can take your ideas to the next level.

Adobe Community Help. Get the power of an online search engine within After Effects, 
but with more targeted results, thanks to Adobe Community Help. Searchable content 
includes the in-depth, product-specific Help that Adobe has always delivered, plus addition-
al Adobe and third-party content chosen by experts at Adobe as well as from respected 
experts and web sites in the design and production communities. With Adobe Community 
Help, you can find the focused answers you need, fast. Just choose Help > After Effects Help. 
(Internet connection required for extended content.) 

Adobe Bridge Home. Visit Adobe Bridge Home—an online channel available in Adobe 
Bridge CS4—and keep up to date with what’s new from Adobe and the design, web  
development, and video and audio production communities at large. Watch the latest video 
tutorials for your Creative Suite 4 software, listen to a podcast interview with a leading 
designer, or learn about the next training event in your community. Discover tips and 
resources that can help you work smarter and faster, making the most of After Effects CS4 
and other Adobe Creative Suite 4 software. (Internet connection required.) 

What’s new in Adobe Bridge CS4
Adobe Bridge CS4—included with  
After Effects CS4—is a visual file browser 
that helps you search, view, and sort 
through many assets to quickly find 
the ones you want. New features and 
enhancements include:

•	Faster performance from startup to 
browsing, including an option to display 
previews embedded in raw images 

•	Easier access to task-based workspaces

•	A new List view with rich data and 
familiar sorting controls

•	Built-in preview and creation of  
HTML and Flash web galleries, and  
PDF contact sheets

•	One-click full-screen previews

•	Collections for organizing related assets 
in freeform or search-based virtual 
groups—even when assets are spread 
across multiple folders

•	Fast, detailed search results thanks to 
tight integration with Spotlight in  
Mac OS X and Desktop Search in 
Windows Vista

•	New review modes, such as Carousel 
View for quickly cycling through assets

•	Smart analysis and auto-stacking of High 
Dynamic Range (HDR) and panoramic 
images for handoff to Photoshop

•	New support for previewing 3D images

•	Camera Raw improvements, including 
non-destructive application of dodge, 
burn, sharpen, and other adjustments
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Part of the Adobe Creative Suite 4 family
After Effects CS4 is also available as a component of Adobe Creative Suite 4 Production 
Premium as well as Adobe Creative Suite 4 Master Collection. 

Adobe Creative Suite 4 Production Premium is designed for creative professionals who need 
to craft world-class video, audio, and interactive media: on-air, online, on device, and 
invariably on deadline. Together, After Effects and the other components of Production 
Premium CS4 offer a tightly integrated, cross-platform toolset for pre- and post-production 
including video and audio editing, still and motion graphics, visual effects, and interactive 
media, as well as DVD, Blu-ray Disc, and mobile authoring. For more information on 
Production Premium CS4, see Adobe Creative Suite 4 Production Premium What’s New.

Adobe Creative Suite 4 Master Collection is your premier solution for professional creative 
work, with Adobe After Effects CS4 acting as the central motion hub for compositing and 
animation. Master Collection combines the best of Adobe Creative Suite 4 Design Premium, 
Web Premium, and Production Premium editions, providing advanced productivity 
features so you can create content for virtually all media with one value-packed offering.

Availability and pricing
Adobe After Effects CS4 will be available in North America for an estimated street price  
of US$999, directly from Adobe or through Adobe Authorized Resellers. To order directly 
from Adobe, visit the Adobe Store at www.adobe.com or call 1-800-833-6687.

Licensed owners of After Effects CS3, After Effects 7.x Professional or Standard, or After 
Effects 6.x Professional or Standard can upgrade to Adobe After Effects CS4 for US$299. 

Licensed owners of the above-listed previous releases of After Effects are also eligible for 
special upgrade pricing to Adobe Creative Suite 4 Production Premium. 

A complete description of upgrade eligibility and pricing is available in a separate Pricing 
Overview document. For volume licensing information, contact an Adobe Authorized 
Licensing Center or go to www.adobe.com.

Estimated street prices do not include taxes, shipping, handling, or other related expenses. 
Information on pricing and support policies outside of North America and for Education 
customers will be available separately.

About Adobe Systems Incorporated
Adobe revolutionizes how the world engages with ideas and information—anytime,  
anywhere, and through any medium. For more information, visit www.adobe.com.
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Mac OS
•	Multicore Intel® processor

•	Mac OS X v10.4.11–10.5.4

•	2GB of RAM

•	2.9GB of available hard-disk space for 
installation, plus 2GB of space for optional 
content; additional free space required during 
installation (cannot install on a volume that 
uses a case-sensitive file system or on flash-
based storage devices)

•	1,280x900 display with OpenGL 2.0–compatible 
graphics card

•	DVD-ROM drive

•	QuickTime 7.4.5 software required to use 
QuickTime features

•	Broadband Internet connection required for 
online services

Windows
•	1.5GHz or faster processor*

•	Microsoft® Windows® XP with Service Pack 2 
(Service Pack 3 recommended) or Windows 
Vista® Home Premium, Business, Ultimate, 
or Enterprise with Service Pack 1 (certified 
for 32-bit Windows XP and 32-bit and 64-bit 
Windows Vista)

•	2GB of RAM

•	1.3GB of available hard-disk space for 
installation, plus 2GB of space for optional 
content; additional free space required during 
installation (cannot install on flash-based 
storage devices)

•	1,280x900 display with OpenGL 2.0-compatible 
graphics card

•	DVD-ROM drive

•	QuickTime 7.4.5 software required to use 
QuickTime features

•	Broadband Internet connection required for 
online services

* An SSE2-enabled processor is required for  
AMD systems.

For updates to system requirements and more 
detailed information about video hardware 
compatibility, visit www.adobe.com/products/
aftereffects/systemreqs.

Expected ship date
Fourth quarter 2008

For more information
For more details about  
Adobe After Effects, visit  
www.adobe.com/aftereffects.


