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Use buttons to add visual effects to a PDF file

Buttons are a great way to help guide your readers 
through an Adobe® PDF file. But who said buttons have 
to be boring? You can also use buttons for visual effects 
in a PDF file, such as showing and hiding content in a 
document. For example, you may have a street map, 
and when the user moves the pointer over certain areas 
on the map an image of a landmark pops up, as in the 
example in this tip. When the pointer is moved away 
from the button area, the image disappears. It isn’t 
magic—it’s interesting programming using a push-
button process in Adobe Acrobat® 7.0.

Use buttons for a visual effect
Here’s how you do it:

1 Select the Button tool in the Advanced Editing 
toolbar and drag a marquee over the area where you 
want the image to be responsive to a user’s pointer 
movement. Release the mouse when you have drawn 
the marquee and the Button Properties dialog opens.

2 Click the Appearance tab and set the fill and stroke 
to none.

3 Click the Options tab, and then click the Layout 
pull-down arrow and choose Icon Only from the list.

4 Click the Behavior pull-down arrow and choose 
Push as the button type. The three states for the push 
button appear in the State list on the dialog; select 
Rollover (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Choose a push button type and select an image to use as the 
button’s icon.

5 Click Choose Icon, and then click Browse in the 
Select Icon dialog. When the File of Type dialog opens, 
locate and select the file you want to use for the effect, 
and then click OK to close the Preview Icon dialog and 
return to the Button Properties dialog. In my example, 
I have an image of St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans.

6 Click Close to close the Button Properties dialog.

7 Click the Hand tool on the Basic toolbar and move 
the pointer over the button’s area. You see the image 
displayed over the map (Figure 2).

Figure 2: Test the button. Move the pointer over the button area to 
display the image; move the pointer away from the button area to 
hide the image.
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8 Let’s take it one step further. Suppose you want the 
image to appear in a different location on the page, and 
at a different size than the original map. No problem. 
You need two buttons, and actions attached to one 
button you use as a “hotspot” to make it happen:

9 Create a button as described in the previous steps but 
place the button on the page location where you want it 
to pop up—for example, the upper right of the map. In 
this example, my button that contains the image is 
called image. That’s hard to forget! 

10 Now add a second button over the area that you 
want to react to the user’s mouse. In the Button 
Properties dialog, make sure the background and stroke 
are clear in the Appearance tab.

11 Click the Actions tab. You add two actions to make 
this effect work:

• First, click the Select Trigger pull-down arrow and 
choose Mouse Enter, and then click the Select Action 
pull-down arrow and choose Show/Hide Field. Click 
Add and the Show/Hide Field dialog shown in Figure 
3 appears. Click the image field in the list (see how 
useful naming a field can be?) and then click the 
Show radio button. Click OK to close the dialog and 
return to the Button Properties dialog.

Figure 3: Choose the button containing the image and specify wheth-
er to show or hide the field.

• Repeat the process again, this time choosing the 
Mouse Exit trigger, and in the Show/Hide Field 
dialog, select the image field again and click Hide. 
Click OK to close the Show/Hide Field dialog, and 
click Close to dismiss the Button Properties dialog.

12 Click the Hand tool on the Basic toolbar and move 
the pointer over the “hotspot” button to show the 
content of the second button (Figure 4).

Figure 4: Move the pointer over the hotspot to display the image button.
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