Adobe Photoshop CS

Create a Web-page header with a tabbed

navigation bar

With the Adobe® ImageReady® CS Tab Rectangle tool
and Web Content palette, you don’t need to be a
JavaScript wiz to create a professional-looking header
for your Web page. Using the tools you've become
accustomed to in Adobe Photoshop®, you can place
images, style text, and create other design elements for
the header. And with ImageReady’s Web Content and
Layers palettes, it’s easy to create a navigation bar that
changes as the user mouses over or selects a tab. Best of
all, when you're done, you can either place the header
directly into Adobe GoLive® or optimize the header for
the Web and let ImageReady write the code for you.

1. Create the document.

Open ImageReady, and choose File > New to create a
new document. In the New Document dialog box,
select Web Page in the Image Size area and White in the
Contents of First Layer area. Although a 600 x 500 pixel
Web page is larger than needed for your header, starting
with this page size allows you to get a sense of how your
header and navigation bar fits within a full Web page.
You will crop the excess area once you have finished
designing the page.

New Document

MName: Untitled-1 f
— Image Size

size: ( Web Page (600 x 500) ) 5 )

Width: 600 pixels

Height: 500 pixels

— Contents of First Layer

O Background Color

O Transparent

2. Lay out components of the header.

Place into the document any images you want included
in the header. Add any other design elements except for
the navigation bar. To use tools or apply effects available
only in Photoshop, choose File > Edit in Photoshop.
When done, return to ImageReady by choosing File >
Edit in ImageReady.
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3. Draw the first tab for the navigation bar.

First, turn the rulers on using the View > Rulers
command, and then drag a guide from the horizontal
ruler to where you want the tops of the tabs to align.
Make sure that Snap is selected in the View menu.
Decide on the size of your tabs (remember that the page
size is 600 pixels wide). Select the Tab Rectangle tool.
Then, in the options bar at the top of the work area,
make sure that the Shape Layer option is selected. Select
Fixed Size and enter values for Width and Height, adjust
the corner radius if desired, and set the color for the tab.
To create the first tab, click the guide you placed for the
tabs. Because you selected Fixed Size, ImageReady
draws the tab for you using the dimensions you
specified in the options bar. If necessary, use the Move
tool or arrow keys to reposition the tab.

When you create the tab, a new layer is added to the
Layers palette. Double-click its name and type a
descriptive name for the tab. To achieve the look you
want, apply layer styles by clicking the Layer Style
button at the bottom of the Layers palette.
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4. Add text to the navigation tab.

In the Character palette, set the font attributes and color
for the tab’s text. Using the Text tool, type the text in the
middle of the tab, and then apply layer styles as desired.
Select the Move tool (make sure that the Layer Move
tool icon is selected in the options bar), and drag the
text to the location you want within the tab. If Snap is
selected in the View menu, the Smart Guides appear as
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you near the center or edges of the tab.
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5. Create a layer-based slice.

Open the Web Content palette. Arrange the palettes so
that you can see the document window, as well as the
Layers palette and Web Content palette. With the tab
layer selected in the Layers palette, choose Layer > New
Layer Based Slice. (Unlike a slice you draw with the Slice
tool, a layer-based slice moves and resizes with the
layer.) The Web Content palette lists the new layer-
based slice. Double-click the slice name and enter a new
name so that you can easily identify it later. Notice that
ImageReady not only creates the slice for the tab, but
divides the remainder of the page into slices as well.

Using the Slice Select Tool, select the slice for the header.
Choose Slices > Promote to User Slice. Then, rename
the slice so that it will be easier to recognize once the
header is converted to HTML.

Slices define the area triggered by the mouse for rollover
states and links. They also let you optimize areas in a
page separately so that you can use compression settings
appropriate for each area. A sliced page may download
more quickly than an unsliced page, and, because it
displays slice by slice, it gives users visual feedback while
they wait for the entire page to appear.
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6. Design the rollover states.

Select the tab’s slice in the Web Content palette and
make sure that the correct layers are visible for the
normal, unselected state of the tab. Then, click the
Create Rollover State button at the bottom of the Web
Content palette. ImageReady adds an Over state for the
tab. With the new Over state selected in the Web
Content palette and either the tab layer or text layer
selected in the Layers palette, choose a layer style from
the Layer Style menu. This style will apply to the tab or
text only when the user mouses over the tab.
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Set the style attributes in the Layer Style dialog box. If
you want to apply another style for the Over state, select
it from the list of styles in the dialog box. (Be sure to
click its name, not just the check box, so its options
appear.) To preview the states, click the Preview
Document button in the toolbox and use the mouse to
test the rollover state.

You can define several different rollover states for the
tabs in the navigation bar. The most common states are
the Over state, which appears when the user moves the
mouse over the tab, and the Selected state, which
appears when the user clicks the tab. To add other states,
repeat this step from the beginning. You can change a
state to a different state by choosing Rollover State
Options from the Web Content palette menu and
selecting the desired state. For example, you can change
the Bevel and Emboss layer style to the down mode for
the Over state.
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7. Duplicate and arrange tabs.

When you are satisfied with the tab and its rollover
states, select all the layers of the tab in the Layers palette
and group them by choosing Layer > Group Layers.
Double-click the group name and rename it to help
distinguish it from the other tabs. Duplicate the group
by choosing Layer > Duplicate Layer Group.
ImageReady duplicates each layer in the group
including the layer-based slice, the rollover states, and
the layer styles.

Using the Move tool, drag the duplicate tab to its new
location. Let the Smart Guides help you snap the tabs to
each other and align the bottom edges. Use the Text tool
to edit the text layer for the new tab. To more easily
identify the new tab and slice, rename the new group
and its layers in the Layers palette, as well as the newly
created slice in the Web Content palette.

Duplicate, move, and rename the tabs until your
navigation bar is complete. Remember to rename each
new slice in the Web Content palette as well. While
renaming the layers, layer groups, and slices makes it
easier to identify the tabs within ImageReady, clearly
labeled slices will also help you later when you convert
the header into HTML.
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8. Group the tabs into a table.

In the Web Content palette, select all the tab slices.
Then, click the Group Slice into Table button at the
bottom of the Web Content palette. ImageReady adds a
table to the Web Content palette, with the tab slices
indented beneath it. Double-click the table name and
enter a more descriptive label.

When you convert the header into HTML, the
navigation bar becomes a nested table within the table
containing the header.
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9. Finalize the header.

Adjust the placement of all the components in your
header. To move the navigation bar as a unit, Shift-click
each group in the Layers palette, and then use the Move
tool or arrow keys to adjust their position. Use the Move
tool alignment buttons on the options bar to align the
tabs, if necessary. When your design is complete, use the
Crop tool to remove the unused portion of the image.
Then, save the header as a standard Photoshop PSD file
so that you can revise it later if needed.

If you plan to place this header into Adobe GoLive, your
header is ready to go, and you can skip step 10. GoLive
not only imports PSD files, it lets you import the file as
a Smart Object so that any changes you make to the
original are updated automatically.
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You can also optimize the header and save it as HTML
(described in step 10). How you optimize it depends on
the content of the header. Because it is sliced, you can
optimize different areas using different settings. For
example, if the header contains a continuous tone
image, such as a photograph, optimize that area using

JPEG compression, and optimize the navigation bar as
a GIE

10.Optimize the header.

Using the Slice Select tool, select all the slices containing
the navigation tabs and areas with solid or repetitive
color, such as line art and logos. Click the 4-Up tab in
the document window, and then open the Optimize
palette. Click one of the previews in the document
window, and then in the Optimize palette, choose a GIF
file format preset from the Preset menu. Try different
presets on each preview. Note the file size and download
time estimates beneath the previews. Select the preview
with the smallest file size, that still meets your standards
for quality.

For slices that contain continuous tone images, repeat
this same process, but preview the slices using the JPEG
presets. When you have selected the desired preview for
these slices, choose File > Save Optimized. Then save
the file as HTML and Images.

Without writing a single line of code, you have a Web-
ready header!

o

|| 4 Optimize c
(G52 000 ) [
S —
808
e —

Format:  GIF

_ main header.psd @ 100% (4-Up)
Original | Optimized | 2-Up | 4-Up
W Color Table {

“EWdSFCIUD T

Reduction: | Selective | L L E8 i’
e § LI 1L

Colors: 32 E] =l HOME F=lomus! Y
Web Snap: | 0% B

Original “main header.psd”
21K

W Dither { “-Ear_u.crn wiub F
Method: | No Dither @ = - = A
=l HOME Jommas! 1
Amat o5 ) {
maount _' e T
| sase Salestive palerte
W Transparency 3 56C @ 28.5 Kbps 32 colors
! [ EWrdeaGiub i

® Adobe, the Adobe logo, GoLive, ImageReady, and Photoshop are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the

' United States and/or other countries.
Adobe ©2003 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved.



