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Developing global standards for digital archiving

As part of the Adobe ETD Initiative, Adobe is working with leading international 

organizations and universities worldwide to develop standards for establishing 

long-term archives of electronic theses and dissertations (ETDs). Adobe® Acrobat® 

software supports this vision by publishing any type of document — from different 

applications — in the secure and reliable Portable Document Format (PDF) format, 

which can be accessed by anyone, anywhere.

PDF is the preferred format for publishing and archiving electronic theses and 

dissertations, and Acrobat is the ideal application for creating ETDs in PDF. By 

standardizing on secure and reliable PDF for publishing and creating searchable 

archives of ETDs, institutions and graduate students can heighten awareness  

of their published research to improve the quality of future research efforts and  

gain increased recognition.

Make your research  
come alive—create  
media-rich PDF files
Create ETDs with Adobe Acrobat 
to compile multiple, diverse, rich 
content types, such as multi- 
media files, interactive graphs,  
and dynamic Web content, into  
a single, compact PDF file.

Adobe ETD Initiative
Join the movement.

Make sure your research 
stands the test of time.

Too much research gathers dust 
in libraries and is inaccessible to 
scholars. That’s why organizations 
and universities around the world 
support the Adobe Electronic  
Thesis and Dissertation (ETD) 
Initiative — a movement to preserve 
and share research by creating  
and archiving electronic theses  
and dissertations.



Standardize on PDF for publishing ETDs

By standardizing on PDF for publishing ETDs, students can 
leverage digital libraries maintained by universities, commercial 
organizations, and non-profit institutions to more easily locate 
previous research and then extend access to their own findings 
using the same standard. 

Heighten global awareness of key research

• Publish graduate works in global standard PDF that can be housed in 
central repositories, to enable universal access by students, faculty, and 
researchers with the free and ubiquitous Adobe Reader® software.

•   Enable researchers to easily locate and retrieve 
ETDs using Web-based text searches of PDF 
files, as well as more advanced searches using 
metadata to pinpoint document author, 
keywords, or publication date.

• Leverage the extended awareness of research to enhance student and 
university reputations, attract high-quality students and faculty, and 
provide support for approving grant applications.

Expand capabilities in creating theses and documents

• Use Acrobat software to create media-rich PDF files—with text,  
images, video clips, spreadsheets, CAD drawings, and more—that  
present research findings in a more powerful, memorable, and 
understandable way.

• Improve students’ access to existing research to provide greater depth  
of knowledge and eliminate duplicate efforts.

•   Leverage powerful security options to prevent unauthorized access or 
changes to valuable intellectual property.

Protect the future value of  your technology investments

• Standardize on a file format that has the full support of respected global 
education and research bodies such as the Networked Digital Library of 
Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD) and ProQuest/UMI.

• Leverage PDF’s publicly available specification to ensure that works 
published today will be reliably accessible in the future.

• Increase acceptance of ETD processes with PDF’s support for open 
technology standards such as PDF/A and XML.

• Invest in proven solutions based on a globally recognized file format 
that has preserved documents archived 10 years ago despite constant 
evolutions in operating systems and hardware platforms.

Learn more about the Adobe ETD Initiative:
www.adobe.com  /education / etd

Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, and Reader are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States 
and/or other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

© 2004 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved.

Create your theses and 
dissertations digitally— 
with Adobe Acrobat software 

With advanced PDF creation, 
review, commenting, security,  
and archiving capabilities, Acrobat 
is the most powerful software for 
creating searchable, universally 
available ETDs.

•  Distribute, review, preflight, 
and output Adobe PDF files 
created from the content-creation 
applications you use every day.

•  Convert and combine multiple 
documents — from different 
applications — into one compact 
Adobe PDF file.

•  Simplify collaboration with other 
researchers and streamline faculty 
reviews using the intuitive review 
and commenting capabilities  
of Acrobat.

•  Create and maintain searchable 
archives—index and search  
the contents of Adobe PDF  
files for fast retrieval by  
leveraging Adobe PDF tags  
or XML metadata.


