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Adobe Technology Platform for RIAs

This chart shows
•Which tools to use
•What applications are being developed and where to deploy
•Where services can best integrate into the RIA platform

The left shows the development tools. We are going to deal with Flex Builder 3 in this workshop, but 
is important to realize the benefits of connecting with the full scope of Adobe CS3 products.

At the top (in the red bar) are the two types of clients to which applications can be deployed. Flash 
Player operates in a browser environment and can deploy a rich Internet application. Adobe AIR is a 
runtime environment with which you can deploy cross-platform applications from an RIA framework. 
You could use Flex, Flash, or AJAX. This workshop deals with Flex.

The gray section shows one example of an RIA framework. The Flex Builder tool uses the Flex 
framework and ActionScript 3. By using Flex Builder, you can design applications that integrate with 
a number of technologies through such protocols as http, https, sockets, AMF, RTMP, and SOAP.

Some examples of these server technologies or services are LiveCycle, ColdFusion, Flash Media 
Server, Acrobat Connect, Flash Cast, and Scene 7.
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Leveraging Flash Player for RIAs

Millward Brown study, conducted December 2007. See Adobe website Methodology Section for details on the Millward Brown study.
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Here are some interesting statistics on Adobe Flash Player, a high-performance, lightweight runtime 
client that delivers powerful and consistent user experiences across major operating systems, 
browsers, and mobile phones and devices. Installed on over 800 million Internet-connected desktops 
and mobile devices, Flash Player enables you to deliver rich immersive experiences to your end 
users.

Flex applications deployed for the web execute in Flash Player 9. Flex applications are built on top of 
native Flash Player APIs such as vector graphics, bitmap manipulation, and networking (based on 
the browser networking stack). The Flex framework adds such reusable components as date pickers, 
data grids, and charts. Compiling a Flex application results in a SWF file that is the binary byte code 
format for Flash Player.
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Community Participation

Flex 
Development 

Framework

Java ColdFusion PHP ASP Ruby on Rails

Adobe Provided Partners and Open Source

Adobe is committed to community participation in the development of RIAs and is fostering multiple 
projects and products supporting Flex/Flash remoting and messaging, a consistent set of core 
features across server implementations, and a common developer experience and programming 
model across server technologies.

Here are some examples of the communities supporting integration with the Flex and AIR client. 
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