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Solution Brief


Adobe solutions for manufacturing: 
Supplier collaboration/RFx
Improve supplier collaboration by securely delivering better  
information across the supply chain


Manufacturers face intense cost and competitive pressures. The imperative to innovate, combined 
with shorter product lifecycles and increasing customer expectations, has forced manufacturers 
to seek solutions that improve supplier collaboration throughout the supply chain. One of these 
processes, the high-touch, people-centric RFx process (Request for Quote, Request for Proposal, 
and Request for Information), demands many resources to pull together a diverse package of 
information—and then to control RFx distribution, evaluation, and notification. Historically 
paper-intensive, the entire RFx process draws from multiple sources of information and data 
including 3D design information, schematics, business data from back-end systems, pricing 
information, service-level and production requirements, governance and legal guidelines, 
deadlines, and contact information. 


Automate the RFx process and engage with suppliers of all sizes, anywhere
Adobe helps manufacturers speed the RFx process so that they can more quickly and easily seek 
and secure bids—and ultimately bring better products to market, faster and cheaper. Adobe rich 
Internet applications (RIAs) can provide alert-based interfaces for back-end systems to proactively 
monitor inventory levels, supplier responses, and quality ratings. Manufacturers can include rich 
information packages in their RFx processes, protect sensitive information, and more easily meet 
stringent corporate procurement guidelines. Adobe helps reduce the overall complexity, time, 
and cost of the RFx process while improving collaboration and creating process efficiencies. 


With Adobe solutions, manufacturers can:


•	 Automate, accelerate, and mange the RFx process—distribution, evaluation, notification


•	Replace physical paper with digital paper to improve control while maintaining the comfortable 
look-and-feel of paper


•	 Include rich information such as 3D designs from CAD and PLM systems, data from back-end 
systems, and other file types such as Microsoft Office files


•	 Secure the RFx process and business-sensitive information inside and outside the firewall


Easily exchange data across people and systems
Adobe helps manufacturing organizations improve their strategic sourcing process by streamlining 
collaboration among suppliers, customers, partners, and employees. Manufacturers can capture 
and integrate 3D design information and business transaction data into XML-enabled Adobe® 
PDF forms for automated, round-trip RFx processing.


Manufacturers use Adobe 
solutions to automate, manage, 
and control the RFx process:


•	Help reduce the costs of 
managing the RFx process 
across all participants


•	 Include rich 3D information and 
data from back-end systems


•	Control and manage sensitive 
information inside and outside 
the firewall


•	Manage corporate procurement 
guidelines by providing process 
auditability and traceability







Adobe revolutionizes how the 
world engages with ideas and 
information—anytime, anywhere, 
and through any medium. 


Adobe products that help automate, 
manage, and control extended  
manufacturing processes include:


• Adobe Acrobat® 


• Adobe Acrobat Pro Extended


• Adobe LiveCycle ES


• Adobe Flex® 
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Adobe creates a more efficient and secure RFx process 


x®


Automated generation of more secure, 3D RFx packages


Simpler, controlled RFx distribution


Accelerated evaluation process


Distribute customized RFx documents faster
With Adobe PDF, manufacturers can create documents that look exactly like their paper 
counterparts. They can also rapidly design and deploy customized, XML-enabled Adobe PDF 
forms without any coding, and build extended workflow processes that include 3D design 
information, back-end system data, and other file types. Suppliers can review and interact 
with these forms using free Adobe Reader software, so manufacturers reach more suppliers.


Control and manage the RFx process and sensitive information inside and outside  
the firewall
Adobe LiveCycle® ES (Enterprise Suite) technology helps ensure a document’s authenticity, 
integrity, and confidentiality. Manufacturers can control access to RFx documents, specifying 
who can edit, print, copy, or forward them. They can also change the expiration dates or even 
revoke access to these RFx documents. These policy controls remain with a document wherever 
it goes, even offline or outside the corporate network. Additionally, manufacturers can help ensure 
that the RFx process adheres to procurement guidelines with audit tools that provide historical 
tracking information.


Engage more effectively and securely across the supply chain—anytime, anywhere
Adobe helps manufacturers automate processes that cross people and technology. Now 
organizations can use interactive, round-trip processes so that people can engage from  
within and outside the firewall. Extended processes such as RFx span silos of applications  
and departments, and business partners can greatly benefit from additional automation, 
management, and control. Manufacturers gain an RIA interface that is easy to use—and 
doesn’t sacrifice the integrity of underlying supply chain and business processes. This solution 
allows them to improve supplier collaboration, reducing time to market while securing 
sensitive IP.








 
 
 
 
 
Dear Akira Tanaka, 
 


Subject: Request for Quotation Number 1423 
 
Enclosed is a Request for Quotation (RFQ) for the provision of 145 ROT5V3 Rotors for our 
latest brake assembly. If you would like to submit a quotation, follow the instructions in the 
Rules and Definitions document, complete the required portions of the attached RFQ form, 
and submit it at your earliest convenience. 
 
Global Corporation intends to award a contract/purchase order to the responsible 
company submitting an acceptable quotation at the lowest price. We intend to award a 
contract/purchase order based on initial quotations, without holding discussions, 
although we may hold discussions with companies in the competitive range if there is a 
need to do so. 
 
Quotations are due one (1) month from today at 4:00pm local time. No quotations will be 
accepted after this time. 
 
Please direct any questions regarding this Request for Quotation to Conrad Simms, at 
(408) 536-6000 or by email to csimms@globalcorp.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conrad Simms 
Procurement Manager 
Global Corporation 
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