COTTAGES AND CONTENT

CONCERNING COTTAGES AND
CONTENT: ALICE M. RATHRONE

DGETHER with the rank growth
of luxury in modern life, there
Hourishes the tonie herb simplicity.
Only the resolve to secure a bit of

this spreading root, on the part of natures
in full aceord with simplicity, would, ot first
thought, seem necessary to its possession ;
but it happens, unfortunately for many,
that the simple life, in its
highest sense, is always just
out of reach, bocanse of aver-
much simplicity of income,
"Tao live content with amall
means” comes frsk, with much
significance, m Channing's
beautiful “Symphony ;' nev-
erilwless, if peace and comfort
are to dwell with us, n restful
nbiding place i3 necdful;
hence, this proposition: the
small inesme, plus an inexpen-
sive cottage, equals content.
This is largely a woman's

problem, although there come
to mind instances like that of
the old sen-captain whe drifl-
ed happily with his lovely wife
inte o pretty eottnpe om his
patale. There
they rownded out their lives
in their awn way, with loving
grandehildren close at hand
to pet and =poil, while yet
they were sccure in the blesssd
quict of Eheir awn  fireside.
when just to be together
seemneil the hest prmssihle of all
ifnbes,

It is, however, the mﬁ‘]:!lr—u.ged WOHTIILT
sbrnmded in some forlorn Ll bediromn, or
i, ¥et nok of, the home of others, whe would
mast weleome the dignity and content to be
given by a home of ber own, which il be
shared by & relalive or close friend in similar
need,

Let us suppose this woman to be well-
gifted with culture, domestie tastes and in-
dependent spirit ; one who, although poorly
envidowesd with this warld's goods, can go to

son-in-lnw's
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her dictionary, and read without dismay the
true definition of cottage: knowing that, if
it come within her very small means, the
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“humble habitation” must be located where
land is of low value,—probably in some
quiet littleyvillage.
test the soul.

Here is simplicity to

If overburdened with bric-a-brac and fine
clothes, the inhabitant of such a cottage
would find herself miserably cramped; but
the woman lightly laden with what she
“knows to be useful or believes to be beau-
tiful,” has room for development in the
narrowest limits. As regards location, the
woman of culture is too resourceful to find
village life uninteresting, and the village
has need of her powers and personality.

And so, seeing large possibilities in a
small income and a cottage,—could one be
found to fit the other,—our sceker for a
modest roof-tree sets out upon her quest for
a house-space as small as can be devised for
the comfort of two persons; a house placed,
with its little garden plot, amid pleasant
surroundings, and obtainable for the very
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low rent on which her hope of a brighter life
depends.

But there are cottages and cottages. If
this pilgrim of hope follow the direction of
the guide-post pointing cottageward, she
may find herself before a Newport palace,
and, from that extreme, down the descend-
ing scalc of habitations, she will rarely come
upon the object of her search: namely, the
veritable cottage, which because humble,
needs not to be wholly commonplace, since
simplicity lends itself most kindly to artistic
touches everywhere.

An interesting attempt to solve our pro-
posed problem was made, a few years since,
in England, by Miss Mary Campbell Smith,
who made a business of renting detached or
semi-detached cottages of four or five rooms,
to gentlewomen of scanty means. Her cap-
ital being small, Miss Smith found it best,
at first, merely to rent and improve laborers’

dwellings. These she furnished simply,

A

comfortably and prettily, providing always
for two tenants. Two friends, says Miss
Smith, if capable and domestic, can live
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comfortalily, on a very small income, in ane
of these compoet little homes, which have
proved o diskmet suocess,

iz would be a Erl"m":ii'n.l anid bencficent
rxporiment for the woman of lurge means to
ke, in our own country, in hehalf of tlo
womn of small means: hoth women halding
ko the cottage in its truc sense; the one For
the safety of her investment, the other for
the safety of her peace af mind, to bo as-
sured by living within a fixed
income, however
|1|ig'|'|l iz,

small it

More and more do wo sce
two women of eomfortable
menns joining forces to make
one more pleasant home in the
warld, and if, by means of the
eottage - of - the - low - rental,
madest ineomes could do the
RAMIE, "H’]‘I:ﬂ. eo much the hetter
for the world!

An advantage of limited
house space is that cares les-
sen ; leaving hours of leisure
for ont-af-door life in som-
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mer, and for all the indoor
pleasures  of winter, Thus
for women loving home,
books and  gardens, n life
approaching the ideal might
be led in & cottage, the home
of content, which “is our best

]il'l.'lu'iﬂg.“

The epiril may open wings as
wide as the firmament, In o cell ns
narrenr g the haman hamil,

~Alfred e Wueseld

(ERTAIN CRAFTSMAN COTTAGES

N conformity with numerous requests
which have been recently reecived, The
Craftsmnn presents a series of illus-
trations and plans of small cottapes

desigmed to afford a safe mvestment and a
comlortalile home to one or two persons of
THLFTOW  TTERTIS. The ]:lutll-l‘:ﬂ-l!ﬂ- gl:l'ln'l'."l‘l'li.l'.'lg
the work have been to employ solid, econom-




THE CRAFTSMAN

ical materials, and to produce therefrom that

beauty which is the companion, rather than,

B THITE] FLOOR. FLAYY

as is too often belicved, the opponent of
simplicity. o

Although primarily intended as dwellings
for two single women, these cottages might
equally well serve as the first home of mar-
vied couples who begin their life in common
upon an annual income not exceeding five
hundred dollars.

The building costs of any one of these
houses would, it 1s believed, fall below nine
hundred dollars ; thus making the costs of
ownership—that 1s, those involved in the
interest upon the investment, the insurance,

and the taxes—such as might easily be -

borne by persons having the above-men-
tioned yearly resources. '

It is hoped that the designs will speak for

themselves, by creating in those who shall
sece them the desire of ownership; verbal
explanations being necessary alone to rec-
ommend the use of certain materials.

In all the elevations shown, the exterior
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walls are faced with California red wood |
shingles, which have been dipped in oil and
thus given a deep, rich brown tone. - The
roofs also are shingled, the wood here being
left without stain.

The interior finish in all the cottages is
of whitewood, which is made to assume a
soft, dull, satin finish by the application of
lacquer. It may be added that, in order to .‘ :
assure an effect suited to the size of the

‘houses, as well as to minimize expense, all

woodwork is made as light as possible. The
floors are of hard pine, stained to accord
with the-color-scheme ; the cost of the supe-
rior wood and the treatment being less than
that of a cheaper floor for which a carpet
would be necessary. _

The walls and ceilings are-of plain plas-
ter, tinted in water colors, or preferably
painted, and the fire-places are built with-
ordinary, hard-burned brick.

The construction must receive especial
attention, so that the joints be weather-
tight ; since all the rooms have exposure on

B SSECONL FLOORC LAY

two sides, at least, and, in conséquence, are
colder than those of a larger building, in
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which ane room serves to pro-
teet another. This precan-
tion taken, a further sconomy
of heat may be insured by
limiting the ceilings to the
height of seven and one-half
feet.

The plan and the choice of
biileling materials being thus
welopted,  personal  require-
ments may yot be amply main-
pnined, and each home asquire
n distinct, individual appear-
ance: becormbg, 0 &ll Ehat
saneerns construction and oree
al enlor tlee I."l'.lllll.] of & house of
ten times ils ||:||:|||l|:|:r|1';|.' vilue.

If the interiers here presented be exam-

el necent to the otherwize tos dominant

imed, it will be seen that eertam constructive brown of the woodwork, The fireplaces

fenturcs, while serving their original pur-
pose, alao furnish and decorate,

thus treated, form in two ways the foeus of
the rooms in which they are situated : firstly,
by offering warmth, light and companion-

L iR L ke LAy
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true n!‘ the ehimney pieces, with their brick  ship, and secondly, by providing aesthetic
of varied, ruddy eolor, which gives the need-  gratification to the eye, through their build-
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ing muterinl, nnd also through the means
which they provide for the display of ob-
Jects of glass, burnished metal, or other
brilliant surface chording with the glow of
fire.

Ta E-.||.'|]_.|||.|:|_'n-i:!|‘.' i Previous cxpression, it
may be snid thal these important features
of construction, ns well as the thoughtful
arrangement of the windows, doors and
-'tair-rall:-l.. both furnish and r].r.wru.lu', thus

[1'||.'|-'i:|:'|g' a much less than wsun]l peed of
movable picces. Of these latfer, the greater
number can be moade by the bocal joiner, or
even by an amateur, cspecially if use be
made of the working deawings which illus-
trute the first two articles of the Manual
Truining Series, now ¢ urreat in The Crafts-
man.

Been when owned Il;l.' persons of taste and
domestic  sentiment, when enlivened by
growing plants nnd that agreeable scatter-
ing of small objects which is the evidence of
occupnney, thee “humble  hoabitations™
grow eloquent upon the text of *“Cotinges
and Contentment.™

CRAFTSMAN

RUsSKIN'S EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY

(-13AY the last survivor of the Emt
writers in e first holf of the YVie-
torinn reign attnins the patriarchal
nge of fourscore years. John Rus-

kin keeps his eighticth birthday. Tt is sixty
FOArs sinee he published his first Il-:ir.-ﬂ-p-u—l;.]w
|:h.ri:t|.' pocin of 1830—a student’s exercise, it
15 brue, bt one thal wos soon followed h]' the
first adecisive work of the “0x-
ford graduate™ For fifty
svears—From the enrly “Mow-
down  to the last
memsrr in Mraeferifa—a boe-
renl of H1|1|.|g|1l, 'I:'nnr.:,-', amil
vxhortnbion continned to pour
forth from the fiery spirit
ciidowed with the eve of the
hawk, And bery
vears the old man cloguent

ehiprnte™

now  for

b kept silent even from good
words, vesting in  profound
cilm amongst those he loves, n-:-rtil_n.n meditnk-
inge on Lhe exquisite things of nature and of
art that suremomd him: his moanifold work
ended, Tis long life crowned and awaiting
its final conscertaion; at peace with God
MM IRARL.: i Gomooh e e (e B
A gt’uu.l French w:ritur, whase ok is en-
titled Muskin and tle Religion of Beauty,
tells us that Ruskin discusses marality, n-
dustry and religion in order to kend us up
It would be more
true to say that John Ruskin began by
preaching to us o higher sense of art, in
order to lead us to a truer understanding of
morality, industry, religion and humanity.

to n higher sense of nrt.

—Fredaric Horrimon in London Daily
Chronirle, Fobroary 8, I8559.



